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SENT ON BEHALF OF RON PAUER 
Environmental Services Group
Environment/Health/Safety Division
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

Mr. Soto,

Attached please find the meeting notes and action items for the first Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) /
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) meeting regarding the polychlorinated biphenyls cleanup at the Old Town
Demolition Project.

This letter is also being sent to you via certified mail today.

Regards,

-- 

Petra Wehle, M.A.
Technical Writer
510.495.2382
CE2 Contractor for LBNL
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Via email and certified mail 
Receipt No. 7009 2820 0004 4632 8737 Reference No.: ES-15-059 
 
April 3, 2015 
 
Ms. Carmen Santos and Mr. Steve Armann 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Pacific Southwest, Region 9 
Land Division (LND-4-1) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
 
Subject: Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Old Town Demolition Project 


March 27, 2015 Meeting Notes and Action Items 
 
Ms. Santos and Mr. Armann, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the Old Town Demolition Project at your office 
on March 27, 2015. This is a very high priority for Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory (LBNL) and the US Department of Energy, and we are committed to working 
with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) throughout the implementation of 
the project and are encouraged by EPA’s cooperative approach in moving this project 
forward. 
 
From the discussion LBNL now has a much clearer sense of how to proceed with the 
building demolition project, which data gaps to fill, and how to obtain EPA’s approval on 
the Application Package and associated polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) cleanup plan. 
The following summarizes LBNL’s understanding of the actions items and important 
conclusions resulting from the meeting.  
 
Site Tour: LBNL invited EPA to tour the Old Town Demolition project. Ms. Santos 
accepted, and requested a tour within the next two weeks. The tour has been arranged for 
Friday April 10. 
 
Cleanup Plan Example: Ms. Santos has provided a checklist for a PCB cleanup plan and 
the Kaiser Bellflower cleanup plan, and has agreed to provide a cleanup plan for a project 
more similar to the Old Town Demolition Project. 
 
Lean Agreement: EPA is interested in the Old Town Project serving as a pilot for a Lean 
Agreement, which EPA’s Nathan Dadap will draft. The Lean Agreement is voluntary on 
LBNL’s part. 
 
Building (Above Slab) Demolition: Mr. Armann acknowledged that EPA does not have 
a role in the building (above slab) demolition for Buildings 5, 16, and 16A unless PCB 
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remediation waste is found. LBNL identified data gaps in the buildings and plans and 
will conduct additional sampling to fill these data gaps. If PCB remediation waste is not 
found, LBNL will proceed with Building 5, 16, and 16A demolition as agreed. 
 
Data Gaps (Slab and Soil): LBNL acknowledged a number of data gaps in the slabs, 
soil, and pavement characterization and will develop a sampling plan to address these 
data gaps and conduct the additional sampling while developing its PCB cleanup plan. 
 
PCB Cleanup Plan: LBNL and EPA discussed the pros and cons of the self-
implementing vs risk-based approaches for PCB cleanup. EPA favors the risk-based 
approach but the decision of which approach to apply will be LBNL’s. EPA does not 
require public involvement for either approach, and EPA’s review time would be the 
same under either approach. LBNL will make a decision soon and start drafting the PCB 
cleanup plan.  
  
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and EPA Coordination: DTSC 
will likely defer to EPA on the PCB cleanup plan. Mr. Armann will call DTSC Karen 
Toth to discuss the overall Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective 
action, how the PCB cleanup plan fits into it, and respective roles and responsibilities. 
 
Issue Resolution: Carmen Santos and Ron Pauer are the first level contacts to resolve 
issues. Mr.  Armann encouraged LBNL to raise issues in need of immediate resolution to 
him, and his LBNL counterpart for issue elevation and resolution is Robert Cronin.   
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting for LBNL and EPA representatives is scheduled for the 
morning of Friday, April 24, 2015 at the EPA offices in San Francisco. 
 
Thank you again for a very productive meeting – we look forward to making progress on 
project implementation based on close coordination with EPA. If you have any questions 
or concerns regarding the Old Town Demolition Project or this summary of our March 
27th meeting, please contact Ron Pauer at 510-486-7614 (ropauer@lbl.gov) or me at 
510-495-2849 (rdcronin@lbl.gov). 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Robert Cronin 
Project Manager 
Old Town Demolition Project 
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cc via email w/enclosure: 
David Baskin (DABaskin@lbl.gov) 
Kevin Bazzell (kevin.bazzell@emcbc.doe.gov) 
Bob Cronin (RDCronin@lbl.gov) 
James Floyd (JGFloyd@lbl.gov) 
Joseph Gantos (NJGantos@lbl.gov) 
Mary Gross (mary.gross@bso.science.doe.gov) 
Joseph Harkins (JPHarkins@lbl.gov) 
David Kestell (DJKestell@lbl.gov)  
Reva Nickelson (RANickelson@lbl.gov) 
Ron Pauer (ROPauer@lbl.gov) 
Jack Salazar (JJSalazar@lbl.gov) 
Keith Takata (keith@keithtakata.com) 
Stan Tuholski (SJTuholski@lbl.gov) 
Nancy Ware (NMWare@lbl.gov) 










